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UCS All School Update 
 

 
Dear UCS Families, 
The administration and staff of University Christian remain committed to the ongoing safety 
and health of our school family. We take the responsibility of providing our students with 
quality Christian education in a safe, nurturing environment with the utmost priority and 
concern. The past 72 hours have continued to bring changes that have impacted educational 
facilities across our country. These changes have led to new opportunities for how we deliver 
the quality Christian education you have grown to love and respect.  
 
University Christian School will be closed Monday, March 16th through Friday, March 20th. Our Remote 
Learning Program will launch Wednesday, March 18th and we are prepared to continue to utilize this 
platform throughout additional school closures if any are announced. Our Early Learning Academy will 
remain open, as we have not received guidance and information from the Department of Health and the 
Department of Education to begin the closure of childcare facilities.  
 
Our desire is to continue academic teaching and learning for our students. We will strive to find the best 
balance between steady instructional momentum and sensitivity to the challenges our families may 
encounter with having children at home due to an extended school closure. I am grateful for fantastic 
staff members who understand this challenge and are prepared to assist students and families with 
continuing their academic studies during this time. We are here to work through this process with you 
and our students. Allow me to assure you that you will have our full support every step of the way. 
 
In the attached documents, you will find important information and action plans for each division. These 
plans will provide specific instruction for each family to begin and assist their students with continuing 
their learning via our Remote Learning Platform. Additionally, we will continue to utilize this weekly 
newsletter format during the closure. Each week, the information will keep your family informed and up 
to date with all things related to UCS. We will continue to communicate school closure decisions 
through our website, email messages, and social media. 
 
In closing, and most importantly, I want to share a reminder that our peace and hope comes not from 
circumstances but from our Lord Jesus Christ, the author and protector of our faith. These are wonderful 
days to remind each other of the truth given to us in God’s word. Recently, I have been encouraged with 
the promise from Psalm 46:1, which reads, “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 
trouble.”  
 
In Christ, 
Heath Nivens 
Head of School 
 
 



COVID-19 / UCS Remote Learning Newsletter (Vol. I) / March 16, 2020 
 

 
 

UPPER SCHOOL DIVISION 
Beverly Bandy, Upper School Principal 

In preparation for our season of Remote Learning, we want to provide additional details and 
information to ensure a smooth and supportive transition. We will follow the plan outlined 
below with further details forthcoming in the event we move to Remote Learning for an 
extended period of time. 

• Teachers will use the UC Portal and email to share daily lesson plans with families. 
These will be more detailed than they are currently as they will serve as an instructional 
guide for students to follow. Students and parents should check the UC portal daily after 
9:00AM.  

• Upon logging onto the UC Portal - Check Bulletin Board, Topics, Syllabus, and 
Assignments. Students will need to complete assignments on a daily basis and 
should not procrastinate and fall behind on daily and weekly assignments. Please 
review due dates and know that grades will be adjusted (lowered) for late 
assignments.  

• A video will be sent to students and parents to review how to log onto the portal, how 
to view assignments, and how to submit or upload assignments once they are 
completed.  

• Teachers will assess and provide feedback throughout the week. Our goal is to 
address and answer questions within 24 hours.  

• Many of the curricular resources we use are digital and web-based. We will work with 
families to ensure you have all of the websites, usernames, and passwords you need 
to help your child from home. Please email teachers if you are having difficulty with a 
resource. Parents- if you need access to the portal, please email Sissy at 
sissyciresi@ucsjax.com. 

• Teachers will continue to assess learning in a variety of ways. This may require you 
to send in scanned copies or photos of work samples to be graded, and we will work 
with students to make this as easy as possible.  

• If students are having technical issues with their iPads, apps, the UC Portal, etc., 
contact Miss Bandy (beverlybandy@ucsjax.com) or Mr. Champion 
(hassanchampion@ucsjax.com). 

• Our Upper School Guidance Counselors will be available, as needed. To speak with 
a counselor or schedule an appointment, please contact our office at 904.737.6330 
(1300) or through email: Mrs. Robertson (joyrobertson@ucsjax.com) and Mrs. Green 
(josettegreen@ucsjax.com) 
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LOWER SCHOOL DIVISION 
Jeleen Del Valle, Lower School Principal 

 
Student’s school supplies will be ready for pick-up 
beginning Tuesday, March 17th, from 4:00pm - 6:00pm in 
the Student Center. Please make arrangements to pick 
up your student’s school resource items in order to 
effectively continue learning from home.  
 

Remote learning for our Lower School students may differ depending on the grade level with our 
program plan being as follows: 
 
• Teachers will use My UC Portal. Your child will need their student specific log-in for access to 

the portal. The username and password for your child will be included in the newsletter which 
will be included in their resource bag that you will pick up on Tuesday afternoon.  
 

• Our teachers will email a tutorial video illustrating how to utilize the virtual classroom. These 
videos will be very detailed and serve as an instructional guide for you to follow at home. 
 

• The instructional focus will be prioritized for families with the most emphasis being placed on 
main content subjects and standards for Math, Reading and Language Arts. Teachers will 
also provide supplemental lessons in Science, Social Studies and Bible. Our goal is to provide 
instructional resources in all areas, with designated instruction as either required or optional.  

 
• Teachers will be available for support from 8am - 3pm daily and will work directly with families 

via the best platform for communication for their classrooms, utilizing an established schedule.  
 

• Many of the curricular resources we use are digital and web-based, and we will work with 
families to ensure you have all of the websites, usernames, and passwords you need to help 
your child from home. 

 
• Teachers will continue to assess learning in a variety of ways. This assessment may require 

you to send in scanned copies or photos of work samples to be graded. We will work with 
families to make this transition as easy as possible. 

 
• Our Special Area teachers (Art, Music, Spanish, and PE) will be providing your students with 

optional activities to do from home. These may be helpful to break up some of the academic 
blocks of work for students. 

 
We are committed to making this process as smooth as possible for our students, parents, 
faculty, and staff. Please continue to pray and partner with us as we make this transition. 
 

2 Timothy 1:7  
For God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power, love, and a sound mind. 


